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Well Done, Katie!

Katie Kurilecz says: “Thank you to all the supporters, volunteers
and voters who backed my campaign this May. As a first time
candidate and relative newcomer, it meant so much to receive
your support.
“I’m disappointed that we didn’t win but I’m encouraged by the
result we did achieve – increasing the number of Liberal Democrat
voters in the ward.
“Thank you again for all your support. It was an honour being your
West Leigh Liberal Democrat candidate.”
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This was the result in West Leigh on 6th
May: Katie Kurilecz came a strong second
and increased the number of LibDem votes.
Here to help –
Cllr Beth Hooper
& Katie Kurilecz
lead West Leigh’s
LibDem team

West Leigh’s LibDem team – Working For YOU!
West Leigh leads “School Streets” pilot
An innovative School Street programme funded by the Emergency Active
Travel Fund has arrived in West Leigh.
In term-time only, Monday to Friday, a section of Ronald Hill Grove between
Marine Avenue and Westleigh Avenue is closed to non-residential and
non-essential traffic. This creates a community space that helps make the
start and end of school a much better experience. It is made possible by
an experimental traffic order that is in place for 12 months as part of a trial.
“Obviously, we are very interested to hear what residents think of the scheme going forward,” say Cllr Beth
Hooper and Katie Kurilecz. “Please do get in touch with any thoughts or ideas.”
STOP PRESS: It’s also great news that Belfairs Swim Centre has reopened for our community. Both adult
and children’s pools are now fully open every day, but due to coronavirus restrictions, all sessions need to be
booked online. Please follow this link to find out more information about lessons, family sessions or lane
swimming: https://www.fusion-lifestyle.com/centres/belfairs-swim-centre/
Thanks to everyone who got in touch with Katie and Beth to support the reopening of the centre.

SOUTHEND COUNCIL – UPDATE
Southend Borough Council's Joint Administration of Lib Dem, Labour & Independent Councillors has
successfully retained Leadership of the Council following the local elections.
The Joint Administration has seen the Council through thick and thin during the pandemic. Yet it still managed
to move forward with major projects in the town, ensuring a return to economic growth and regeneration in
the coming years, despite Tory opposition to schemes they themselves had previously endorsed.
Our Green Agenda is moving forward with our Green City Action Plan, new Tree Policy (below) and
environmental projects including electric vehicle charging, biodiversity and air quality.
Cllr Carole Mulroney’s Environment & Planning role has been extended to include Tourism & Culture.
The introduction of Lib Dem Cllr Paul Collins from Eastwood Park in a pivotal role of performance
management and customer-facing services will benefit from his skills in audit and project oversight. He will
help to ensure the success of our ambitious programmes to take Southend to a brighter future and set us
on the road to recovery.
STOP PRESS – SOUTHEND AIRPORT: Carole has now been appointed to
the Southend Airport Consultative Committee. She will continue to state
the case for no night flights as well as pushing for the long-awaited
Environmental Action Plan promised by the Airport Management.
From the moment she took over as Cabinet member for the Environment,
Leigh’s Carole Mulroney has worked hard to turn around the decline in
tree planting in the Borough. Within months she secured an extra 1,000
standard trees being planted over a 3-year period and set in motion a
new more progressive tree policy which was approved earlier this year.
The Borough is a patchwork of trees – some areas have good canopy
cover; others need enhancing. Belfairs with its woods is well endowed, yet tree planting only a mile or so away
in built-up Westborough is very difficult. We are all agreed that Leigh and West Leigh need more trees planted.
Carole explains: “The tree policy aims to enhance and increase canopy cover in the coming years across the
Borough from 12% currently to 15%. In percentages that doesn't sound like much, but it’s the equivalent of
150 football pitches and is the recommended coverage for a coastal position.”
Of course we want to plant more. Carole sees that as the challenge, but it needs everyone to plant trees
– not just the Council, which is restricted to land within its control: “Being 'green' is the goal, but we have to
be practical about the 'what', 'where', 'how' and 'who’.” Planting shrubs doesn't increase the canopy cover
but they offer just as much to the environment, so if you can't plant a tree, give shrubs a go. Carole adds:
“This coming season we have the added incentive to 'Plant a Tree for the Jubilee' in 2022, what better way for
Southend to celebrate 70 Glorious Years!”
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